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FEDERAL LANDS AND INDIAN RESERVATIONS

hat’s about 60 percent of the united states 
land mass. There are 1.8 billion acres of land in 
the united states. The pie chart shows how land 

in the united states can be grouped. Land often has 
more than one use. For example, farmlands can also be 
forested. Likewise, a single forest can have recreational, 
grazing, timbering and other uses all at the same time 
(this is called multiple-use land). urban areas have 
highways, railroads, and airports; they also include rec-
reational and park areas along with homes and facto-
ries. Deserts can have residential and wildlife areas. 
   When the term “rangeland” first came into use in the 
1800s, it was used to describe the extensive, unforested 
lands dominating the western half of the united states 
continent. today, rangeland refers to a large, mostly 
unimproved section of land that is primarily used for 
livestock grazing. Rangelands include natural grass-
lands, savannas, shrublands, many deserts, tundra, 
alpine communities, coastal marshes and wet mead-
ows. Rangeland is generally unsuitable for farming but 
suitable for harvest by livestock. 
   Rangelands cover about 80 percent of utah’s land 
– from desert canyons to spectacular mountains with 
numerous lakes and streams. utah ranks 10th out of 50 
states in rangeland area, with about 24 million acres. so 
how is the land used or owned? Check out the “Land 
use in utah” pie chart.

10%
Parks, wilderness, 
wildlife refuges

26%
rangeland,
grassland

20%
CroPland

6%
desert, swamP, tundra

3% 
rural residential

3% urban

3% other*

sourCe: usda, economic research service

Present land use/cover
IN THE UNITED STATES

Why are Rangelands important?
   People derive multiple goods and services from range-
land ecosystems including wildlife and wildlife habitat; 
high quality water, clean air and open spaces; carbon 
sequestration to mitigate global warming; habitat for 
threatened and endangered species; recreational uses; 
food and fiber production, including livestock grazing; 
and a unique setting for social and cultural activities. We 
depend on these goods and services and expect them to 
be sustained for the benefit of future generations.

2%
urban area roads, 
railroads and small
bodies of water

7%
is owned by
the state.

4%
native american land

65%
    is owned 
              by the federal 
        government as  
national parks, military 
land and other users.

22%
is used for 
agriculture.

To view a specific state map of federal land, visit www.nationalatlas.gov.

So, what is 

Rangeland?

On the Trail! The map above indicates areas that are designated as federal lands and Indian reservations.  
Note that the white areas are privately owned land. using your map-reading skills and a utah road atlas, answer the following questions:

   around the time of the Civil War, the u.s. Congress passed the 
homestead act to encourage people to move west in exchange for 
free land. While homesteading succeeded in the arable lands in 
the broad Mississippi valley, it failed in the dry high plains and the 
Rocky Mountains where farming is difficult. 
   Much of the land that was not homesteaded became today’s 
federal lands. Federal lands, which cover 50 percent of the western 
united states, include 270 million acres managed by the bureau of 
Land Management (bLM) and the u.s. Forest service (usFs). 

Who owns the land? 

28%
forestland

*other: rural transportation, 
defense and industrial areas, golf 
course, cemeteries, mining areas, 
rural commercial and industrial 
sites and unclassified lands.

1. in what part of the united states are most federal lands located?

2. locate the area of the u.s., called “america’s bread basket” (named for the wheat  
 and other crops grown there) which includes kansas, iowa, nebraska, missouri  
 and illinois. on what type of land is most of the wheat grown?

3. which state has the most indian reservations?

4. what agency of the federal government owns most of the land in utah?

5. what biome best describes the utah lands indicated in yellow?
a. savanna        b. desert       c. forest      d. grassland

6. along what geographical feature is most of utah’s forest land located?

7. what two geographical features in utah are owned by the bureau of  
 reclamation?

8. using a utah road atlas, draw and label the four major interstate  
 highways in utah.

Land use in Utah
Twenty-two percent of 
Utah’s land is used for 
agriculture. Only about  
2 percent of  agricultural 
land is cropland; the other 
20 percent is pasture or 
private rangeland used  
for livestock grazing. 
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Take an online journey to explore Utah’s 
rangelands. Discover the plants and 
animals common to these rangelands 
and how these species get along in  

their environment. Follow the links on  
www.agclassroom.org/webquest/ridinrange.htm  

to answer the provided questions. You can print a  
worksheet that you can use to record your findings. 

Ridin’ the Range 
WEB-QUEST Journey


